


OUTLINE
What is a Veterinary Feed Directive (VFD)?

What does a VFD do?

What information is required on a VFD?

How do VFD’s impact feed orders?

Preparing for VFD’s



Veterinary Feed Directive (VFD)

What it is…

“A written (non-verbal) statement issued by a
licensed veterinarian in the course of the
veterinarian’s professional practice that orders the
use of a VFD drug or combination VFD drug in or
on an animal feed.”

(Food and Drug Administration, 2005)



Veterinary Feed Directive (VFD)

What it is….

What it does….

“Authorizes the client (owner and or caretaker) to
obtain and use animal feed bearing or containing a
VFD drug or combination VFD drug to treat the
clients animals only in accordance with the
conditions for use approved by the Food and Drug
Administration.”

(Food and Drug Administration, 2005)



Veterinary Feed Directive (VFD)

What it is….

What it does….

 Intent of a VFD
 Limit the use of “medically important” antimicrobial 

drugs used in food producing animals to those of:
1) Considered necessary for assuring animal health 

(Therapeutic use)

2) Involve veterinary oversight and consultation



VFD Drug 

on

January, 1 2017

Example: VFD Drug’s 



NOT A VFD Drug 

on 

January 1, 2017

Example: Non VFD Drug’s



Required Information for a Valid VFD



Required Information for a Valid VFD

Affirmation of intent (for combination VFD Drugs):

“This VFD authorizes the use of the VFD drug(s) cited in this order…..

(1) and is not intended to authorize the use of such drug(s) in combination with any other 
animal drugs.”

(2) in the following FDA-approved, conditionally approved, or indexed combination(s) in   
medicated feed that contains the VFD drug(s) as a component:

(3) in any FDA-approved, conditionally approved, or indexed combination(s) in medicated 
feed that contains the VFD drug(s) as a component.”



EXAMPLE: VFD Drug + Non-VFD Drug



Required Information for a Valid VFD

Drug(s) Drug Level(s) and any Special Instructions

Lasalocid (Bovatec) 100 g/ton; feed 5 lbs/hd/d of medicated feed to provide 250 mg/hd/d lasalocid.



Required Information for a Valid VFD



REVIEW: Feed Orders Requiring a VFD

Feed Order 
for Medicated Feed 

containing a VFD drug

Valid VFD
Purchase & Distribution 

of medicated feed containing a 
VFD drug

Feed Order 
for Medicated Feed 

containing a VFD drug

NO VFD
NO Purchase or Distribution 

of medicated feed containing a 
VFD drug

Feed Order 
for Medicated Feed 

containing a VFD drug

Invalid VFD
NO Purchase or Distribution 

of medicated feed containing a 
VFD drug



VFD Drug Levels and Feed Orders

 Feed mill/nutritionist will provide assistance in 
determining an appropriate inclusion level of VFD 
drug(s) in medicated feed.



Bodyweight
(lbs)

Target
Chlortetracycline

(mg/hd/d)

Individual
(lbs/day)

25 cow herd
(lbs/day)

50 head
(lbs/day)

75 head
(lbs/day)

100 head
(lbs/day)

1,400 700 0.25 6.25 12.50 18.75 25.00

Indication of use: As an aid in the control of active infection of anaplasmosis caused by Anaplasma marginale susceptible 
to chlortetracycline.
CAUTION: Federal law limits this drug to use under the professional supervision of a licensed veterinarian. Animal Feed 
Bearing or containing this veterinary feed directive drug shall be fed to animals only by or upon a lawful veterinary feed 
directive issued by a licensed veterinarian in the course of the veterinarian’s professional practice.

Intake Charts

WAKONDA PASTURE MINERAL (MEDICATED)



Bodyweight
(lbs)

Target
Chlortetracycline

(mg/hd/day)

Individual
(lbs/day)

10 head
(lbs/day)

20 head
(lbs/day)

30 head
(lbs/day)

40 head
(lbs/day)

50 head
(lbs/day)

300 3000 0.75 7.50 15.00 22.50 30.00 37.50

400 4000 1.00 10.00 20.00 30.00 40.00 50.00

500 5000 1.25 12.50 25.00 37.50 50.0 62.50

600 6000 1.50 15.00 30.00 45.00 60.00 75.00

700 7000 1.75 17.50 35.00 52.50 70.00 87.50

Indication for use: Treatment of bacterial enteritis caused by Escherichia coli and bacterial pneumonia caused by Pasteurella multocida
organisms susceptible to chlortetracycline

CAUTION: Federal law limits this drug to use under the professional supervision of a licensed veterinarian. Animal Feed Bearing or 
containing this veterinary feed directive drug shall be fed to animals only by or upon a lawful veterinary feed directive issued by a licensed 
veterinarian in the course of the veterinarian’s professional practice.

Intake Charts

4 Gram Aureomycin Crumbles



Feed Tags & Labels



Feed Tags & Labels

CAUTION: Federal law limits this drug to use under the
professional supervision of a licensed veterinarian.
Animal Feed Bearing or containing this veterinary feed
directive drug shall be fed to animals only by or upon a
lawful veterinary feed directive issued by a licensed
veterinarian in the course of the veterinarian’s
professional practice.



Preparing for VFD’s

Establish your Veterinary Patient Client Relationship 
(VCPR)

Designate a location to store/file VFD’s
 2 year minimum

How to limit the need to obtain a VFD
 Changes in production practices



BUCHHEIT’S is Prepared for VFD’s

Have been in communication with local veterinarian’s

Capable of receiving and managing VFD copies in 
electronic and hard copy form

 Send invoice with VFD copy

 Submit VFD through website portal (in progress)
 http://www.buchheitagri.com/

http://www.buchheitagri.com/



