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Summary of Changes

• These changes will impact only feed grade and 
water soluble antibiotics that are considered 
medically important by the FDA



Medically Important Antimicrobials

• Penicillins

• Tetracyclines
– Chloretracycline

– Oxytetracycline

• Macrolides
– Tylosin

– Tilmicosin

– Erythromycin

• Lincosamides
– Lincomycin

• Streptogrammins
– Virginiamycin

• Aminoglycosides
– Gentamycin

– Neomycin

• Sulfonamides
– Only potentiated 

sulfonamides are listed in 
GFI 152 however the FDA-
CVM has indicated all sulfas 
are medically important



Summary of Changes
Increased rate of weight gain/improved feed 
efficiency indications removed from labels:

– Tetracyclines –

• Chlortetracycline (Aureomycin®)

• Oxytetracycline (Terramycin®)

• Chlortetracycline/Sulfamethazine (AS-700®)

– Aminoglycosides

• Neomycin w/ oxytet combos (Neo-Terramycin®)

– Streptogramins

• Virginiamycin (V-Max®)



Summary of Changes

• A Veterinary Feed Directive (VFD) will be 
required to:

– Obtain and use antibiotics that are delivered in 
the feed 

– Obtain and use products that already contain an 
antibiotic

• Bagged feeds, mineral blocks, milk replacer, etc.

• A prescription will be required to:

– Obtain and use antibiotics that are delivered in 
the water



Important Points

• These changes DO NOT apply to products such 
as Rumensin®, Bovatec ®, Deccox ® or Corid®

• A Veterinary Client Patient Relationship (VCPR) 
is required before a veterinarian can write a 
VFD or prescription 



Important Points

• Extra-label use of feed grade antibiotics is illegal

• Extra-label use is using a drug at a dose, by a route, 
for a condition or indication, or in a species not on the 
label

• Chlortetracycline (CTC) example

• In cattle CTC is labeled for

– control of anaplasmosis,

– treatment and control of pneumonia

– treatment of bacterial enteritis



Important Points

• Length of expiration date on a VFD is not to 
exceed 6 months if not specified on the 
antibiotic label

• The producer, veterinarian and distributor will 
need to keep a copy of the VFD on file for 2 
years



Important Points

• Information your veterinarian will need from 
you to fill out a VFD

– Production class

– Approximate number of animals to be fed the 
medicated feed prior to the expiration date

– Location of animals

– If you are using other feed additives

– Where you will get the medicated feed



Common Questions

• What will veterinarians charge for a VFD?

• Will injectable tetracycline and penicillin be 
impacted by these changes?

• I use feed or water antibiotics in animals that 
are not considered livestock.  Will this impact 
me?



Common Questions

• Can I purchase CTC before the end of the year 
to avoid needing a VFD for awhile?

• Will I be able to continue on-farm mixing?

• Can copies of a VFD be sent to multiple 
distributors?

• Where can I find a list of antibiotics affected?






